




THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA 

This was an introduction where he highlighted the significance of  Darat, Safeya Binzagr's art, its historical and cultural 
roles in Saudi Arabia and the way it shows the Saudi contemporary art to the world. In the final part of  the book Binzagr 
gives a comprehensive description o f  her Darat and an adequate analysis of  her paintings. Personally, I was attracted to the 
painting Meshlah 1 Maker, among other paintings. It pictures a craftsmanship that has its weight and historical significance 
in the Arabic tradition, especially in Saudi Arabia where citizens are keen and proud of  adhering to the national dress code 
as a way of  emphasizing our identity. Besides, wearing the Meshlah in special occasions this is one of  the most authentic 
social practices that will never be conquered by modernity. A closer look to the painting shows us the artist's art in capturing 
the man's concentration on his fine work. The painting is bathed in a glowing light caused by the beautiful harmony between 
the white thobe and the creamy meshlah, adorned by the golden threads. Another attractive detail in this painting is the 
man's head cover, locally called kufia, fine strokes pictured the small geometric shapes of  the crochet work. 

Safeya Binzagr - Meshlah Maker. 

Darat - Safeya Binzagr: 
Darat Safeya Binzagr was officially inaugurated in 2000 under the patronage of  Prince Abdul Majeed Bin Abdul Aziz of  
Makkah Region. Beside its being a museum o f  her works, it can be considered a cultural institution including a library, a 
monthly Salon, and the Darat hosts art workshops and training programs. For Mrs. Binzagr, Darat was a dream which 
became true. She speaks about it with much compassion: "After I had stopped selling my paintings, it was necessary to find 
a suitable place to exhibit my works and art objects which I have collected over the years and my private library as well. 
Hence, I had the idea o f  building the Darat. With the help of  my brothers, we started looking for a piece of  land. I wanted 
it to be in a unique location that connects Jeddah's past with its present. Thank Allah, patience paid me off. In 1992, I drew 
the first sketches o f  the Darat by myself to express all my needs and expectations. Then I hired a young Saudi architect to 
design it professionally, but still under my personal supervision. I even supervised the errands o f  the construction materials. 
So you may say I built it with them, brick by brick. As the construction was coming to its end, it energized and revived me 
a lot despite my weakness due to some health issues at that time. It was finalized in 1995."2 

The Darat contains for about 300 paintings which present the Saudi heritage in the last 70 years. Her latest work is the mural 
"The Three Mosques: The Holy Destination". 

Mrs. Binzagr with her latest mural 

The paintings are categorized into groups according to their subjects: The Nup-
tial Series, Daily Activities & Occupations, Fishing and Hunting, Architecture. 
Traditional Costumes and Pastel. For example The Nuptial Series "includes 11 
paintings which depict the Hijazi customs from 70 to l 00 years ago" (Binzagr 
1889, 1999). It is obvious that Mrs. Safeya Binzagr has preserved and docu-
mented many social rituals that show in their tum some social values such as the 
strong familial ties, women's role in family life, the concern o f  the society mem-
bers to meet its expectations and acceptability by conforming to its standards 
and traditions. 
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